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Newsletter #165: 


What’s New at Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc. 


Happy new year everyone! I knowit is a bit late but the start of 2021 has been busier 
than ever. The NY auctions typically held in January in conjunction with the NY 
International Coin Fair were all conducted virtually in different areas of the country. 
Despite not having an actual show, the auction attendance was strong. I’ve been fielding 
a lot of phone calls lately from new and existing customers inquiring about all the sales. 
With the pandemic, a lot of folks are uncertain what to do with discretionary income 
and not altogether confident that the stock market is the right place. Coins can be the 
answer but please remember to tread lightly. Remember that auctions come with 
buyer’s premiums and strong competition so you might not get the deal of a lifetime. 
I’m happy to help guide you through the auction process if you work with me but I do 
want everyone to go into it with both eyes open. 


Now a small ask: The nominations are due at the end of March for the upcoming ANA 
Board of Governors election. I was considering my options and my time the last year 
and half on the board. It hasn’t been an easy time to be on the BOG but particularly so 
during the pandemic. That said, I think there is a lot of good that comes with 
representing collectors, particularly world and ancient ones, on the board. That is an 
underdeveloped area of the ANA. A small success for me was to push through the 
popular column that Ursula Kampmann writes for the ANA publication The Numismatist. 
This column focuses on coins and happenings outside of the U.S. I’m also trying to get 
more ancient/world auction houses participating at the ANA, which is largely in past 
years dedicated to Heritage or Stacks, Bowers, Ponterio. Not that I don’t love the big 
guys, but there are collectors of other areas that should be recognized and addressed. 


If you would like to see me nominated, not elected just yet, for another term would you 
please consider joining the ANA if you are not a member (it isn’t expensive at as low as 
$30 and the benefits far outweigh the advantages). For those existing members, if you 
can fill out the form with your signature and ANA membership # and then email or fax 
to the ANA (see bottom of form) then I would be very grateful. If you do this shoot me an 
email to let me know so I can thank you personally!! 
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https://www.money.org/uploads/2021%20Election%20Member%20Nomination% 
20Form.pdf?hsCtaTracking=4faf68eb-cad2-4f83-a2c1-7e8dofcec173%7Cb61df5dc- 
50e2-4492-8aa3- 6ffa591f6f64 


(for those wanting to learn more about the process or just the ANA in general you can 


visit the site): https://www.money.org/ 


Thank you for your time and remember that good things won’t happen without the 
support of the ANA membership. We want to come back from this pandemic and meet at 
the conventions so help me help you all to have the best ANA we can have. 


So now down to business. 
Here is what is happening in the auction market in the coming days: 


VAuctions - Pars Coins Auction 357 (1 Feb 2021) 


The California based dealer is holding its auction of 524 coins through the VAuctions 
platform. VAuctions is a great place for smaller dealers to hold auctions on a large scale 
with ease. While Pars Coins now offers bank notes and antiquities, its primary area of 
expertise are eastern empire Greek coins. The Sunrise collection, seen primarily in the 
Triton auctions, is from the personal collection of one of the owners. They continue to 
offer quality coins in their area. More recently they are offering modern world coins in 
their mix, also more from the east. Check out their auction if these areas are interesting 
for you. 


Ira and Larry Goldberg Auction 120 (2-3 Feb 2021) 


Despite just finishing their joint NY sale (with Sovereign Rarities, M&M, and Markov), 
Goldberg is having another auction. This one has 723 coins and is conducted over two 
days. As always, they have a nice selection of Judaea coinage. This auction is more mid- 
level with inviting lower estimates. This sale is only ancient and world coins. Might be 
an opportunity for those that lost out in the NY sales. 


Roma E- Sale 80 (4 Feb 2021) 


I don’t know how Roma does it with their massive sales occurring every month or so. 
This sale is no different with close to 2,000 lots! They are Greek heavy in their sale with 
over 600 coins in that section. While it appears that the Lanz and Stancomb collections 
are slowly phasing out, they are getting new collections and also cooperating with other 
auction houses. This one has several coins from Numismatica Lucernae, Jaén. Roma 
sales runs the gamut in quality with low level material all the way to five figure items. 
Just being able to get through an auction is a testament to patience but if you do you are 
routinely rewarded. 


Naville E-Sale 63 (7 Feb 2021) 


Naville, the electronic auction arm of NAC is conducting their 63rd sale. It seems safe to 
say that they have sold most of the Dattari and Clain-Stefanelli coins that they have 
been offering us for years. There are 725 coins in this sale with a good mixture of Greek, 
Roman and Byzantine. I noticed quite a few Greek bronzes and Roman provincial 
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bronzes in this sale. As always some of the coins have pedigrees and some can be cast- 
offs from NAC sales. It’s a good place to find reasonably priced coins in my opinion. 


CNG E485 (10 Feb 2021) 


Just like clockwork CNG has their 485th electronic auction with 1,058 lots. The end of 
the sale has a large selection of group lots to offer as well. I like the CNG sales because 
the quality is consistently good and the estimates reasonable. Most coins sell for what 
they should based on their quality. There are some exceptions where something might 
go crazy but generally you can get good value for your money. I routinely participate in 
their electronic auctions and have been pleased. 


Gerhard Hirsch Nachf. (11 Feb 2021) 


Hirsch is holding their typical sales with several catalogs in various areas. The ancient 
coins are held on the 11th and there are 595 lots. While I don’t ever want to be negative 
with any of the auctions that I discuss, I do have to say that coins I purchased from 
Hirsch I typically like a lot better after I receive them! (This is actually a compliment 
although it might not seem so). I find their photography a bit difficult to discern the 
quality of the piece. Hirsch offers some nice pedigrees within their sales and they are 
largely ignored in my opinion. If you haven’t checked out a Hirsch sale maybe try it out. 
Their sales are largely under-attended (I have gone to a few live sales in Munich in the 
past) and deals can be found. 


Upcoming Events at the ANS and ANA 


The ANS has their weekly Long Table discussions on Fridays with a variety of 
interesting topics and impressive speakers. Unfortunately I missed the latest with a talk 
from the Eleonora Giampiccol of the Vatican library. This is the power of the internet 
nowadays and what we can do with Zoom. You have to be a member to join in on the 
discussions but it is worth the money. Once a month they have Money Talks which is a 
more presentation style format. There is one today in fact (which you will likely not 
catch if you are relying on this newsletter). The next one is February 27 with the theme 
The Question of Gold in Fourth-Century Egypt with Irene Soto. Here is a link to the ANS 
calendar should you want to investigate more: 


http://numismatics.org/calendar/ 


The ANA has an abundance of free talks for members. The topics range from paper 
money to ancient coins. There literally is something for everyone. I think part of the 
problem is just knowing when these take place. Here is the calendar for the upcoming 
talks: 


https://info.money.org/elearning 


Aside from these talks there are fun podcasts with Doug Mudd, the curator of the ANA 
and Mitch Sanders, author of the monthly column, “Getting Started” in The 
Numismatist. The latest is on Greek coinage! Check it out here: 


https://www.money.org/podcast 
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Coin of the Week 


LUCANIA. Velia. c. 440-400 BC 
AR Drachm, 3.92g (14mm, 7h). Head of nymph left / Owl to left with long legs YE [AH] in 
small letters. 


Pedigree: Ex Felix Schlessinger (Berlin), 26 Feb 1934, lot 18. Ex. Arne Bruun Rasmussen 245, 
110-12 March 1970, lot 266. Ex Paul M. Proschowsky Collection. Ex Museumsbygningen 
Kunstauktioner 35, 10 Nov 2004, lot 43. 


References: Williams 204, plate IX (0125/R157) (this coin) 


Grade: Beautifully toned with a small flan flaw on cheek. Little dig on edge at 12h. Part of 
legend missing on reverse. EF 


Price: $4,750 


gk1482 





Velia, located on the western shores of Italy (just above the foot of the boot) was 
founded in the 6th century BC by the Phocaeans. When one thinks of the coinage of 
Velia, typically the image of Athena on the obverse is recognized. The reverse will 
feature a lion, either standing or in the state of devouring the leg of a stag. The group, of 
which this coin is placed, is amongst the earliest of the “Athena” heads. It is called 
ondulati and according to Williams, who wrote the study on these coins in 1992, itisa 
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distinctive group that have anymph on the obverse and owl on the reverse. The nymph 
stylistically mirrors the coins of nearby Terina (see Regling’s study on Terina done in 
1906 on plate 1, e-q). 


This particular coin, while auctioned off most recently in a 2004 Scandinavian sale, was 
once in a1934 of Felix Schlessinger. The story of Mr. Schlessinger is a sad one that is a 
common thread among numismatists of the 1930’s in Germany. Schlessinger, of Jewish 
descent, was murdered in Auschwitz by the Nazi’s. The story does have a glimmer of 
happiness however in that his son, Mark Salton (born Max Schlessinger) survived the 
war and was a long time supporter of the American Numismatic Society. After his death 
in 2006, his wife, Lottie, continued to support the ANS until her death in 2020. 


A link to more about Mark Salton is here: 


http://numismatics.org/magazine/saltonspringo6/ 


https://www.shannaschmidt.com/greek-coins/lucania-velia-c-440-400-bc? 
rq=gk1482 


If you are interested in this coin please click the link above or email me at 


shanna@shannaschmidt.com 


Until next week! 
Shanna 
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